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Ep # 16 – Erik Leung 

 
 
Episode Description  
Dylan is joined in the Band Room with Dr. Erik Leung, Director of Bands, at Oregon 
State University. They discuss everything from his path to where he is, influential 
teachers, the importance of diversity in the wind band field, his position at OSO and 
more! The music used in today’s episode was the third movement of Theresa Martin’s 
City of Ambition, performed by the Oregon State University, conducted by Dr. Leung.  
  
Help support the Band Room Podcast: https://www.gofundme.com/f/fz6g56-the-band-
room-podcast 
 
Intro 
Hello everyone, welcome to the Band Room Podcast! My name is Dylan Maddix and 
let me remind you that it’s August, ahhhhhhhh! For many of us that means we only 
have one month before we’re back teaching, in some kind of format. I thought since 
we all have things to be thinking about, we would bring you a new episode a little 
earlier giving you plenty of time to digest. And man oh man do we have a good one 
for you today!  
 
Before we get to that great episode, please do me a huge favor and head over to iTunes, 
Sticher, Spotify or wherever you listen to fine podcasts like this one and give The Band 
Room Podcast a rating, and a review! This really helps others find the podcast, untimely 
bring more joy into their lives. And who doesn’t want to bring more joy into people’s 
lives.  
 
Erik Intro 
Today’s guest is a first on BRP, as I have never actually met them or worked with them 
(that will have to change. As a graduate student at the University of Toronto I heard a 
lot about him from my teacher and students, and let me tell you, everything they said 
was true. I had a great conversation with Dr. Erik Leung, Director of Bands at Oregon 
State University. Sometimes in life, you meet those people who make you feel uplifted 
after speaking with them and I must say Erik is one of those people. After the interview 
I texted Gillian MacKay how much I enjoyed speaking with Erik and I think she said it 
best “He is incurably positive.”.  We spoke about his musical upbringing in Calgary, 
Alberta, studying with a long list of great teachers at the University of Calgary, University 
of Toronto and Northwestern University and much more. Throughout this whole 



interview Erik speaks of the importance of diversity in our field, especially now. So, 
without further ado, my conversation with Dr. Erik Leung.  
 
What a treat it was to speak with Erik and to hear his story. I think if more people were 
like him, the world would be a better place.  
 
Featured Piece 
This month’s featured piece is by American composer, Theresa Martin. A wonderful 
piece named City of Ambition. Here’s a little about City of Ambition in Theresa’s words: 
 
The inspiration behind “City of Ambition” is twofold. First, it is based on a 1910 
photograph of the same name by Alfred Stieglitz (steeglits). The photo is an impressive 
cityscape of New York City on the oceanfront with smoke billowing from several rooftop 
chimneys. Second is my first impression of New York City when I visited in 2004 to hear 
a piece of mine performed. The city invigorated my senses, and I quickly became 
enamored by the skyscrapers, lights, people, and the fast pace of city life. 
 
Musically, "City of Ambition" conveys the energy, variety, and constant activity present 
in NYC through its persistent rhythmic drive, syncopated rhythms, and varied orchestral 
textures. The opening section, originally conceived as the "shimmering" of the water in 
the photograph, also reflects the almost magical feeling one gets from visiting this great 
city for the first time. The melodies are expressive of the excitement and joy I felt while 
being there. The ending section is a culmination of all the activity present in the city at 
once, and, like a large engine gaining enormous momentum, must let off steam when it 
comes to a halt. 
 
Here is the first movement of City of Ambition performed by the Oregon State 
University and conducted by Dr. Erik Leung. 
 
Outro 
Thanks so much for spending time with us in The Band Room!  If you want to learn 
more, I have attached links to the show notes (found on our website, 
www.bandroompod.com) where you can find out more about what we spoke about 
and the music used for today’s episode. 

If you liked what you heard make sure to subscribe to The Band Room Podcast and 
give us a rating and review and tell all your friends how much you enjoyed it. If you 
really love the show, consider donating to our Go Fund Me Page, helping to offset 
podcast hosting costs, and investments into new equipment, so we can continue to 



bring you great content and great people! Follow us on our social media to keep up 
with what’s on the go and if you have any thoughts on today’s episode or have ideas 
for future episodes, leave me a comment on our website or even cooler, leave me a 
voice mail on out new hosting website (anchor.fm/the-band-room/message). Stay safe, 
and be well, Bandies. Thanks again for stopping by the Band Room.  

 
Erik Leung Bio 
Dr. Erik Leung is director of bands at Oregon State University, joining the faculty in 
Fall 2019. He guides all aspects of the band program, conducts the OSU Wind 
Ensemble and teaches instrumental conducting. Leung holds a Doctor of Musical Arts 
in wind conducting from Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois. He is a native of 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada and holds a Master of Music from the University of Toronto 
and both a Bachelor of Music and Bachelor of Education from the University of 
Calgary. His primary teachers include Mallory Thompson, Gillian Mackay, Glenn Price, 
Mark Hopkins, and Jeremy Brown and he has completed additional studies in 
conducting with Mark Scatterday, Allan McMurray, H. Robert Reynolds, Craig 
Kirchhoff, and Michael Haithcock.   

Prior to his appointment at OSU, Leung was assistant professor of music at Fresno 
Pacific University in Fresno, California where he also served as director of bands and 
program director for the music department. He taught undergraduate conducting and 
directed the chamber winds, symphonic band and brass ensemble. Under his direction 
the FPU symphonic band was featured in performance at the Western International 
Band Clinic, the Percy Grainger Wind Festival, the first-ever small band program 
showcase at the College Band Directors National Association, and the 
Western/Northwestern Division Conference of the College Band Directors National 
Association. 

He has written articles for Canadian Winds and recently created the critical edition of 
Jan Meyerowitz’s "Three Comments on War" for concert band, published through 
E.B. Marks Music Company. He has presented at a variety of conferences throughout 
North America and Europe including the Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic, the 
national College Band Directors National Association convention, and the World 
Association of Symphonic Bands and Ensembles in Utrecht, Netherlands. 

Leung has been nominated for the Edwin Parr Teaching Award, was a semi-finalist for 
the Alberta Excellence in Teaching Award and received the Merit Award for teaching 
excellence at Fresno Pacific University. He holds memberships in the College Band 
Directors National Association, World Association of Symphonic Bands and 



Ensembles, the California Music Educators Association, and the Canadian Band 
Association. 

Episode Links 
Oregon State University Bands 
https://liberalarts.oregonstate.edu/sac/music/ensembles-festivals/bands 
 
Theresa Martin's Website  
https://www.theresamartin.net/ 
 
Theresa Martin | City of Ambition – Mov. I | City of Ambition 
Oregon State University Wind Ensemble | Dr. Erik Leung – Conductor 
Learn more: 
https://www.theresamartin.net/city-of-ambition-concert-band 
 
Donate to the Band Room Podcast 
https://ca.gofundme.com/f/fz6g56-the-band-room-podcast 
 
Leave Us An Anchor Voice Mail 
https://anchor.fm/the-band-room/message 
 
 
 
 


