
 

 

Season 2  
Ep # 12 – Jonathan Dagenais 

 
Intro 
Welcome, welcome, welcome to the Band Room Podcast! My name is Dylan Maddix 
and I still hope you’re all staying cozy and safe inside your homes during these crazy 
times. This is the perfect time to listen to podcasts and today we have a great one for 
you! 
 
But before we get down to business I have to let you know about an exciting endeavour! 
When I was living and working in Toronto as a freelancer, I had the great opportunity of 
playing in the Hogtown Brass Quintet and I wanted to let you know they’re offering a 
free 30 mins lesson to any student from beginner to high school level to help assist 
through the COVID-19 shutdown. Lessons are offered on whatever platform works for 
you FaceTime, Google Hangouts, Zoom, etc. Trumpet, horn, trombone and tuba and I 
recommend all of these musicians enough, all fantastic music educators. For more info 
you can contact Jay Austin at jay@hogtownbrass.com 
 
Please do me a huge favor and head over to iTunes or whatever podcast app you use 
and give The Band Room Podcast a rating, and a review! This really helps getting the 
word out.  
 
Jonathan Intro 
As I’ve mentioned many times on this podcast, I’m very, very, very lucky to work with 
some fantastic people and today’s guest is no different. My first encounter with him 
was actually as an undergraduate student, hearing his music and seeing him conduct 
the National Youth Band of Canada in Sackville, NB. Since then we’ve been able to 
adjudicate together in Atlantic Canada and Ontario, a highlight of my year every year. 
His energy is infectious, he’s one of the hardest working people in the biz and his 
passion for teaching is inspirational. We welcome Jonathan Dagenais to the Band 
Room. 
 
Featured Piece 
I don’t think there was any question of who’s piece I would feature this month, since our 
guest is a composer. So, we will be featuring Jonathan’s, Mouvement Fre�ne�tique.  
To give you an idea of what the piece is about I thought I would read the note from the 
score. Mouvement Fre�ne�tique is a short, dynamic, frenetic, and rhythmic flight of 



 

 

fancy based on a simple motif of four notes that are repeated, varied, and developed 
throughout the movement, the piece is a stirring tribute to this music program and 
teacher, Michel Saint-Amant, who inspired Jonathan to become a 
conductor/composer/educator through his expression of artistic and human values.  

Composed with a minimalist musical aesthetic, several musical elements are integrated 
that represent the composer’s musical journey. These include his training in classical 
percussion, rhythmic contrast, and groove and a broad mix of colors influenced by 
Stravinsky, Bernstein, Shostakovich, Adams, Uematsu, and the UK’s Genesis. The piece 
takes place almost entirely in the Lydian scale.  

Following a brief introduction presenting the four-note motif, the piece makes a brief 
tip of the hat to the harmonic musical language of the 90s. It then switches to a central 
section with more charged harmonies, a number of dissonant extensions, and a 
greater complexity of sequences. The piece concludes with a final section that revisits 
the main musical motif in a grandiose style, attempting to communicate all the beauty 
and passion of discovering, learning, and performing music within a large musical 
ensemble.  

After you listen to this piece I encourage you to explore Jonathan’s website to learn 
more about him and where you can find many more pieces for different levelsyou’re 
your groups. Without further ado, Jonathan Dagenais, Mouvement Fre�ne�tique. 
 
Outro 
Thanks so much for spending time with us in The Band Room!  If you want to learn 
more, I have attached links to the show notes (found on our website, 
www.dylanrookmaddix/thebandroom.com) where you can find out more about what I 
spoke about and the music used for today’s episode. 

If you liked what you heard make sure to subscribe to The Band Room Podcast and 
give us a rating and review and tell all your friends how much you enjoyed it. If you 
really love the show, consider donating to our Go Fund Me Page, helping to offset 
podcast hosting costs, and investments into new equipment, so we can continue to 
bring you great content and great people! Follow us on our social media to keep up 
with what’s on the go and if you have any thoughts on today’s episode or have ideas 
for future episodes, leave me a comment on our website or even cooler, leave me a 
voice mail on out new hosting website (anchor.fm/the-band-room/message). Stay safe, 
stay inside, wash your hands and be well, Bandies. Thanks again for stopping by the 
Band Room.  



 

 

 
Music Used In Episode 
Jonathan Dagenis | Mouvement Frénétique   
US Navy Band, Anthony J. Maiello - Conductor 
 
Episode Links 
Jonathan Dagenais Website 
https://www.jonathandagenais.com/ 
 
Jonathan Dagenais Suggested Repertoire List 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/repertoireharmonie/ 
 
Compositions of Jonathan Dagenais 
https://www.alfred.com/search/products/?t=jonathan-dagenais 
 
Leave Us An Anchor Voice Mail 
https://anchor.fm/the-band-room/message 
 
The Band Room Podcast Go Fund Me 
https://bit.ly/32565kA 
 
Ep Description 
Jonathan Dagenais is a Canadian composer, conductor, music educator and one of 
Dylan's favorite colleagues to work with. Jonathan sits down with Dylan to discuss his 
musical upbringing, musical influences, compositional process, conducting career, 
what he looks for as an adjudicator and much more! 
 
 


