
 

 

Season 3 
Ep # 18 – Peter Gallant 

 
 
Episode Description  
Dylan sits down with a pivotal person in his life, his junior high band teacher, Mr. Peter 
Gallant. Join them as they discuss Peter’s path, his 33 years as the band teacher at 
Summerside Intermediate, his work with technology in music education, how the word 
“retirement” means something very different in his busy life and much more! 
 
This October we feature composer, Dong-In Danny Choi and his piece, Remembrance, 
performed by the University of British Columbia Symphonic Wind Ensemble, conducted 
by Lauren Visel. 
 

Help support the Band Room Podcast by getting your merch at the BRP Store | 
http://www.bandroompod.com/store 

Music used in this episode: 
BRP Theme Music: Skyline by EKR Hammell 
Performing Ensemble: University of Toronto Wind Ensemble, Dr. Gillian MacKay - 
Conductor 
 
Remembrance by Dong-In Danny Choi 
Performing Ensemble: UBC Symphonic Wind Ensemble, Dr. Robert Taylor - Conductor 
 
Second Suite in F for Military Band, Fantasia on the "Dargason" by Gustav Holst 
Performing Ensemble: Air Combat Command Heritage of American Band   
 
Intro 
Welcome back to the Band Room Podcast! My name is Dylan Maddix and time is 
flying! We’re already in the month of October! The air is getting a little crisper, the 
leaves are changing color and falling, but you don’t want to hear about that, you want 
to hear from today’s guest! So grab your pumpkin spice whatever and get ready for a 
new great episode.  
 
Before we get to that pumpkin spice episode, please do me a huge favor and head over 
to iTunes, Sticher, Spotify or wherever you listen to fine podcasts like this one and give 
The Band Room Podcast a rating, and a review! This really helps others find the podcast. 
 



 

 

In other news, we’ve started a new series of interviews called, The Band Room LIVE! 
Shorter interviews coming to you weekly, on the BRP Facebook page. These interviews 
give me an opportunity to bring you some more resources and to chat with lots of my 
friends, colleagues, and people I just greatly admire. We’ve already sat down with 
trombonist and composer, Christian Overton to talk about his new “Musicians Helping 
Music Teachers” initiative and last week caught up with composer, Cait Nishimura, to 
see how she’s been keeping busy and our newest most exciting segment, Composer 
Cats! You can see past BRP LIVE! Chats on our Youtube page or listen in podcast form, 
right here, where I assume you’re listening to me now. So, tune into our Facebook page 
next week, Oct. 20th at 6pm when I chat with conductor, educator and composer, 
Giovanni Santos! 
 
The last bit of news I’ll share with you is that the Band Room Podcast has merchandise! 
That’s right, no more going into public thinking “Ah man, I just wish I could wear 
something that would tell everyone what my favourite podcast is!”. You can check out 
our super cool tee shirts, long sleeve tees, sweaters and mugs at 
bandroompod.com/store. All profit goes directly back to the podcast to help with 
hosting costs and to upgrade equipment. But enough of me telling you how you can 
look and feel so good in BRP merch, on to today’s episode! 
 
Peter Intro 
As a grade six student growing up in Summerside, Prince Edward Island, I had one goal 
and one goal only, get into the Summerside Intermediate School band program. I had 
heard the SIS band play on a couple of occasions and all I wanted to do was play one of 
those shiny instruments.  
 
As one could imagine there aren’t that many celebrities in Summerside, PEI, but as a 
grade six student, there was one to me, the guy leading the band at Summerside 
Intermediate, Mr. Peter Gallant. I thought he was the coolest person in town, so funny, 
could play any instrument, all of his students looked like they were having fun, the list 
could go on.  
 
Long story short, I got into the program and quickly realized that I wanted to do what 
Mr. G does. I remember sitting at the dining room table and telling my parents I wanted 
to be a music teacher like Mr. Gallant, and in a roundabout that wish was fulfilled. I’m 
now a professor of music teaching young adults, working with jr high and high school 
band students across the country, and I have Peter to thank for that. For without him I 
would have never realized how one person can help shape the lives of many through 
music. As we’ll discuss in the episode, Peter created a world for many of us where we 



 

 

could be ourselves, feel safe, be inspired, learn, express ourselves and as you’ll hear, 
laugh. There are no words to describe how blessed many of us were to be his students. 
I mean the man is a 2002 winner of the Prime Minister’s Award for Teaching Excellence, 
a master educator. He has inspired thousands of us and I am so glad I’m able to share 
our conversation with you all today. So, without further ado, here is my conversation 
with, Peter Gallant. 
 
Featured Piece 
This month’s featured piece is by Vancouver based composer Danny Choi, 
Remembrance, the 2019 winner of the Howard Cable Memorial Prize in Composition 
from the Canadian Band Association.  a little about the piece in Chris’s words: 
 
“Remembrance” was written in November 2018. “In remembrance of what it took for 
us to be here...” was the only original program note. The piece can mean different things 
to different people; however, it brings unity to all under the theme of remembrance.  
We fight for many things: love, patriotism, freedom, ideology, possession...and these 
things brought tremendous sacrifice. It was the battles, the blood and sweat, and the 
sacrifice of those that came before us that created the world as we know it. 
"Remembrance" is a bittersweet reflection that silently gives thanks to every step and 
every sacrifice that was made to bring us what we have today. Yes, what we have may 
not be perfect or ideal, but with each generation’s responsibility to "carry the torch" 
and never forget, hopefully we can make everything worth it.   
 
Here is Danny Choi’s, Rememberance, performed by the University of British Columbia 
Symphonic Wind Ensemble, conducted by Lauren Visel. 
 
Outro 
A big thanks to Peter for taking the time to share his story and thoughts with us today 
and a huge thanks to all of you for spending time with us in The Band Room!  If you 
want to learn more, I have attached links to the show notes (found on our website, 
www.bandroompod.com) where you can find out more about what we spoke about 
and the music used for today’s episode. 

If you liked what you heard make sure to subscribe to The Band Room Podcast and 
give us a rating and review and tell everyone you know how much you enjoyed it. If 
you really love the show, consider donating to our Go Fund Me Page or buy some 
sweet BRP merch helping to offset podcast hosting costs, and investments into new 
equipment, so we can continue to bring you great content and great people! Follow 
us on our social media to keep up with what’s on the go and if you have any thoughts 



 

 

on today’s episode, leave me a comment on our website or even cooler, leave me a 
voice mail on out new hosting website (anchor.fm/bandroompod/message). Stay safe, 
and be well, Bandies. Thanks again for stopping by the Band Room.  

Peter Gallant Bio 
Peter Gallant retired as music director of Summerside Intermediate School in 2016 after a 33 
year career. He holds a Bachelor of Music Education Degree from U. of T., a Bachelor of 
Education Degree from UPEI and a Masters of Information Technology in Education from 
Memorial University. Currently, as an audio engineer with his company Solo Audio Projects, he 
works as house technician for the Indian River Festival, PEI Festival of Small Halls, Points East 
Audio-Visual, among others, and is music director and guitarist for the new summer show at 
the Celtic Performing Arts Centre, "Great Scot!" 
 
Episode Links 
Summerside Intermediate School Band 
https://sisowls.wordpress.com/departments/band-tutorials/ 
 
Solo Audio 
https://soloaudioprojects.com/ 
 
Guitarsmartz 
http://guitarsmartz.com/ 
 
The College of Piping and Highland Storm 
https://collegeofpiping.com/about-us/history/ 
 
Peter Gallant’s Masters Portfolio, IT in Education 
https://6620pgep.wordpress.com/ 
 
Donate to the Band Room Podcast 
https://ca.gofundme.com/f/fz6g56-the-band-room-podcast 
 
Leave Us An Anchor Voice Mail 
https://anchor.fm/the-band-room/message 
 
 


