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Ep # 17 – Wendy Zander McCallum 

 
 
Episode Description  
Dylan is joined in the Band Room with Dr. Wendy Zander McCallum, faculty member 
and Instrumental Music Specialist, at Brandon University. They discuss everything from 
her path to where she is, influential teachers, her full circle path back to BU, gender and 
the importance of keeping true to who you are as a conductor. This September we 
feature composer, Chris Byman and his piece Rocket Summer, performed by the 
University of Manitoba Concert Band, conducted by Chris Byman. 
 
Help support the Band Room Podcast: https://www.gofundme.com/f/fz6g56-the-band-
room-podcast 
 
Intro 
Hello everyone, welcome to the Band Room Podcast! My name is Dylan Maddix and 
here we are in September, it caught up with us! I imagine many of you are either back 
in the class room, in front of the computer screen or trying to figure out how to fit your 
band in your room with social distancing. Either way, you probably need a break and 
we have a great episode for you today. 
 
Before we get to that great episode, please do me a huge favor and head over to iTunes, 
Sticher, Spotify or wherever you listen to fine podcasts like this one and give The Band 
Room Podcast a rating, and a review! This really helps others find the podcast, untimely 
bring more joy into their lives. And like I said last month, who doesn’t want to bring 
more joy into people’s lives!? 
 
Wendy Intro 
I first met today’s guest in 2019 at Music Fest Canada but have known of her for much 
longer. For the past 16 years, Dr. Wendy Zander McCallum has been on faculty at 
Brandon University in Manitoba, where she conducts the Symphonic Band and teaches 
undergraduate and graduate courses in music education and conducting. She has and 
is involved with some amazing organizations, past conductor of the National Youth Band 
of Canada, past president of the Manitoba Band Association and the only Manitoban 
and female to be president of the Canadian Band Association. Like I said I’ve heard from 
many of Wendy’s students and now from our colleagues about what an amazing person, 
mind and musician she is and after getting to know her more in this interview, I couldn’t 
agree more. Hearing her talk about her students, why she does what she does and the 



importance of keeping true to yourself as a conductor was a real inspiration. So, without 
further ado, here is my conversation with Dr. Wendy Zander McCallum.  
 
Featured Piece 
This month’s featured piece is by a composer I first met in 2011 in Antigonish, NS, where 
we both competed at the National Music Festival, this year’s Howard Cable 
Composition Award winner, Chris Byman. However, we won’t be featuring Autumn 
Down A Maple Lane but will be featuring his exciting fanfare for band, Rocket Summer. 
Here’s a little about the piece in Chris’s words: 
 
"Rocket Summer" was inspired by the short story of the same name by American science 
fiction author, Ray Bradbury. Found in his collection of stories, The Martian Chronicles, 
this vignette portrays a rocket launch carrying the first colonizing humans to Mars. As 
the rocket readies to lift off (billowing clouds of exhaust and heat), it creates some 
fantastic environmental repercussions for the winter-hardened citizens of a nearby 
Ohioan township... Growing up in cold Manitoba with cold Ohioan-like winters, I could 
only imagine the lush reprieve described by Bradbury in his story. The story takes 
perhaps a minute to read, but the lasting effect of the vivid images and warming words 
left quite an impact on me. 
 
The piece is also inspired by Gustav Holst's symphonic masterpiece, The Planets. 
Embedded through this short fanfare are snippets of his music written for "Mars" and 
"Jupiter". Careful attention was paid to percussion, with sparse/open scoring of 
keyboard instruments depicting a harsh and bare landscape, while drums, cymbals, and 
tam tam create the sense of warm waves in a "sea of hot air". 
 
This fanfare is warmly dedicated to my friend and mentor, Dr. Wendy McCallum - who 
continually encourages all of her students to keep looking up. 
Here is Chris Byman’s Rocket Summer, performed by the University of Manitoba Concert 
Band, conducted by the composer himself, Chris Byman.  
 
Outro 
A big thanks to Wendy for taking the time to share her story and thought with us 
today and a huge thanks to you for spending time with us in The Band Room!  If you 
want to learn more, I have attached links to the show notes (found on our website, 
www.bandroompod.com) where you can find out more about what we spoke about 
and the music used for today’s episode. 



If you liked what you heard make sure to subscribe to The Band Room Podcast and 
give us a rating and review and tell all your friends how much you enjoyed it. If you 
really love the show, consider donating to our Go Fund Me Page, helping to offset 
podcast hosting costs, and investments into new equipment, so we can continue to 
bring you great content and great people! Follow us on our social media to keep up 
with what’s on the go and if you have any thoughts on today’s episode or have ideas 
for future episodes, leave me a comment on our website or even cooler, leave me a 
voice mail on out new hosting website (anchor.fm/the-band-room/message). Stay safe, 
and be well, Bandies. Thanks again for stopping by the Band Room.  

Wendy Zander McCallum Bio 
Dr. Wendy McCallum is a faculty member in the Brandon University School of Music 
where she conducts the Symphonic Band and teaches undergraduate and graduate 
courses in music education and conducting. 
 
Committed to excellence in music education, McCallum taught band and general 
elementary music before pursuing graduate studies.  In addition to designing 
professional development sessions for music educators, she has presented at provincial 
music education conferences, College Band Directors National Association regional 
conference, and the International Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic.  Her work as a 
solo and ensemble adjudicator and clinician for concert and jazz ensembles has taken 
her across Canada and the United States.  She serves as guest conductor of university, 
community, and military ensembles, as conductor at the International and Rushmore 
Music Camps, and as facilitator of conducting symposia.  She has conducted junior high 
and high school regional, provincial, and state honor bands and was the conductor of 
the 2018 National Youth Band of Canada. 

McCallum has worked to create professional opportunities for students and music 
educators in the areas of performance and music education.  In August McCallum hosts 
Avenues:  Exploring Band and Jazz Methods, an annual summer professional 
development workshop at Brandon University.  She is Faculty Advisor for the Brandon 
University Student Music Educators Association (BUSMEA), the organization that hosts 
the annual Da Capo professional development conference.  The Brandon University 
Symphonic Band, with McCallum as conductor, performed as the featured ensemble at 
the 2009 Atlantic Band Festival in Halifax, Nova Scotia and the 2013 Con Brio Music 
Festival in Whistler, British Columbia.  McCallum was awarded Brandon University 
Alumni Association’s Excellence in Teaching Award as well as the Manitoba Band 
Association’s Award of Distinction.  She is a Teaching Affiliate with Brandon University’s 
Centre for Teaching, Learning, and Technology. 



McCallum holds the Bachelor of Music and Bachelor of Education degrees from Brandon 
University and completed a Master of Music in Instrumental Conducting at the University 
of North Dakota with Gordon Brock and James Popejoy.  She received her Doctor of 
Musical Arts from the University of North Texas where she served as a Doctoral 
Conducting Associate and Teaching Fellow in the Wind Studies Department with 
Eugene Migliaro Corporon.  She completed her cognate studies in Music Education with 
Deborah Rohwer and Darhyl Ramsey. 

McCallum worked as Lead Writer of the Manitoba Grade 9-12 Music Curriculum 
Framework, has published in Canadian Winds, and is a regular contributor to the 
publication and recording series Teaching Music Through Performance in Band and 
Teaching Music Through Performance in Beginning Band.  She is former President of 
the Manitoba Band Association and Past-President of the Canadian Band Association. 
 
Episode Links 
Wendy Zander McCallum 
https://people.brandonu.ca/mccallumw/ 
 
Brandon University School of Music 
https://www.brandonu.ca/music/ 
 
Chris Byman's Website  
https://chrisbyman.com/ 
 
Donate to the Band Room Podcast 
https://ca.gofundme.com/f/fz6g56-the-band-room-podcast 
 
Leave Us An Anchor Voice Mail 
https://anchor.fm/the-band-room/message 
 
 
 
 
 
 


