
 

 

Episode # 6 | Migration 
Episode Music 
David Maslanka | Traveller 13:20 
Texas A&M University Wind Symphony – Conductor Dr. Timothy B. Rhea 
Mark Records | 2015 Texas Music Educators Association (TMEA): Texas A&M University Wind Symphony 
Permission from Mark Records 
 
Kelly-Marie Murphy | Drumming the Plain, the Horseman is Coming 10:57 
Hannaford Silver Street Band – Conductor Alain Trudel 
Opening Day Entertainment Group | Journey In Brass  
Permission from Hannaford Silver Street Band 
 
Adam Schoenberg| Symphony no. 2 "Migration" 
University of Texas Wind Ensemble – Conductor Jerry Junkin 
Mark Records | Band Music 2010 Texas Music Educators Association: University of Texas Wind Ensemble) 
Permission from University of Texas Wind Ensemble  
  
Intro Piece – Traveller by David Maslanka 
Intro & Info On The Band Room: Hello Everyone! My name is Dylan Maddix and welcome to The Band 
Room! 

And we’re back! After a very long break I am happy to be back with you, and even happier to introduce 
you to some great music. But before we get to that, a couple of updates. First, The Band Room Podcast is 
now the proud new owner of a Rode Microphone, making it so much easier to bring you new episodes. 
Also means I don’t have to trek to the Toronto Reference Library to record each episode! That being said 
The Band Room Podcast will be moving to a new format. 

Rather than trying to bring you new episodes every week and feeling bad when I can’t deliver, I will be 
moving to a season format. That’s right…you will be able to binge listen to The Band Room, everyone’s 
dream come true. I will be doing more episodes leading up to the summer and record a new season 
making it available to you in September. So don’t worry, still many more episodes to go in this season.  

Before we jump into today’s episode, please do me a favor and head over to itunes or whatever podcast 
app you use and give The Band Room Podcast a rating, or even a review! This really helps getting the word 
out to others. 

Today we bring you music of Migration, works about travel of different sorts and in one instance a 
composer who has migrated quite a bit herself. We start where your mind might not immediately go when 
you hear the word Migration, with David Maslanka’s Traveller. 

When I hear the word migration my mind automatically goes to thoughts of travel in the physical sense, 
moving your body from once place to another, crossing borders, moving to a new a place. That kinda 
thing. Maslanka thought of travel or migration in a different sense, more in a big life moment kind of way, 
composing the piece for a friends retirement, the idea of travelling to a new stage of life.  



 

 

In Malanka’s words “The last part of life need not be sad. It is an accumulation of all that has gone before, 
and a powerful projection into the future – the potential for a tremendous gift of life and joy. And so the 
music begins with energy and movement, depicting an engaged life in full stride. At the halfway point, a 
meditative quiet settles in. Life’s battles are largely done; the soul is preparing for its next big step.” Thanks 
to Mark Records for making this fine recording available to us. Here is the Texas A&M University Wind 
Symphony under the direction of Dr. Timothy B. Rhea. 

Play Traveller  

The creation of music is influenced by who we meet in our lives, what we do, what we hear, what we see 
and where we go. Kelly-Marie Murphy is an example of migration herself being born on a NATO base in 
Sardegna, Italy, and grew up on Canadian Armed Forces bases all across Canada.  She began her studies 
in composition at the University of Calgary with William Jordan and Allan Bell, and later received a Ph.D. 
in composition from the University of Leeds, England, where she studied with Philip Wilby (which explains 
the piece I’m going to play).  After living and working for many years in the Washington D.C. area where 
she was designated “an alien of extraordinary ability” by the US Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
she is now based in Ottawa. The piece I’ll play for you is Ms. Murphy’s Drumming the Plain, the Horseman 
is Coming (composed in 1992). It was one of the first pieces she wrote as PHD student at the University of 
Leeds. Her teacher, Philip Wilby, is something of a legend in the British brass band world and he was very 
adamant that she learn something about the culture of Northern England and the tradition of brass 
banding in the UK while she was at Leeds. 

She says “It really is a Young Canadian’s Guide to Brass Band!” Being written in the  tradition of band music 
that was prevalent in the 80s and 90s—it has tunes, diatonic harmonies, careful use of percussion, and 
highlights the section of the band. 

The title comes from a poem by Federico Garcia Lorco called Romance De La Luna, Luna, Luna. The line 
seemed to encapsulate for her the charging, surging, chromatic lines that drive the fast moments of the 
piece. I was already homesick for Calgary—mountains to the west, prairies to the east—after three 
months in Leeds, so the imagery of plains and horses was a powerful one for me.  

From their fantastic new CD Journey in Brass, here is the Hannaford Street Silver Band, with Alain Trudel 
at the helm, performing Kelly-Marie Murphy’s Drumming the Plain, the Horseman is Coming. 

Play Drumming the Plain, the Horseman is Coming 

Learn More! 
Percy Grainger 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/grainger-george-percy-6448 
 
Molly on the Shore 
http://imslp.org/wiki/Molly_on_the_Shore_(Grainger%2C_Percy) 
 
The “Presidents Own” United States Marine Band 
http://www.marineband.marines.mil/ 
 
Michael Colgrass 



 

 

http://www.michaelcolgrass.com/ 
 
Bali 
https://www.jwpepper.com/Bali/10023620.item#/submit 
 
Rutgers Wind Ensemble 
http://www.masongross.rutgers.edu/music/ensembles/wind-ensemble 
 
David Maslanka 
http://davidmaslanka.com/about/ 
 
Desert Roads 
http://davidmaslanka.com/works/desert-roads-four-songs-for-clarinet-and-wind-ensemble/ 
 
University of Texas-Austin Wind Ensemble 
https://bands.music.utexas.edu/wind-ensemble/ 
 
Mark Records 
https://www.markcustom.com/Markcustom_new/default.asp 
 
 
 
 


