
 

 

Episode # 3 | Don’t Mess With Texas 

Episode Music 

Kevin Puts, Arranged by Mark Spede | Millennium Canons 

Baylor University Wind Ensemble – Conductor Dr. Eric Wilson 

Mark Records | 2016 Texas Music Educators Association (TMEA): Baylor University Wind Ensemble 

Permission from Mark Records 

 

Scott McAllister | Gone 

Michigan State University Wind Symphony – Conductor Dr. Kevin Stedatole 

Mark Records | 2013 Midwest Clinic: Michigan State University Wind Symphony  

Permission from Mark Records 

 

Donald Grantham| Symphony for Winds and Percussion: III. Stomp 

University of Texas Wind Ensemble – Conductor Jerry Junkin 

Mark Records | Band Music 2010 Texas Music Educators Association: University of Texas Wind Ensemble) 
Permission from Mark Records 

 

Intro Piece – Millennium Canons by Kevin Puts 

Intro & Info On The Band Room: Hello Everyone! My name is Dylan Maddix and welcome to The Band 

Room!  

Can’t believe we are already at our 4th episode, it’s beginning to feel like I’ve been doing this for months. 

It has been wonderful to hear from people all over, be it Toronto, Halifax, Michigan or New York. One 

place that many listen from is the great band state of Texas. A state famous for their high-caliber bands 

and wind ensembles, first rate music education system and countless contributions to wind music globally.    

It’s also a state that is dealing with the wrath of Hurricane Harvey, one of the most damaging hurricanes 

in Texas history. 38 deaths have been related to the storm with victims including a police officer who died 

on his way to work; a mother who was swept into a canal while her child survived by clinging to her; a 

woman who died when a tree fell on her mobile home; and a family that is believed to have drowned 

while trying to escape floodwaters in a van. More than 32,000 people were in shelters in Texas with only, 

30,000 shelter beds available.  Because of these events I decided to dedicate this episode to Texas, naming 

the episode Don’t Mess With Texas, a famous slogan of the state. The slogan was made famous by the 

Texas Department of Transportation, in an attempt to reduce litter on Texas highways. The slogan became 

a huge cultural phenomenon in Texas and has since become an identity statement, a declaration of Texas 

swagger. Though Band Room listeners are located all over North America, please lend your help to our 

friends in Texas. Go to the band room website, www.dylanrookmaddix.com/thebandroom, where you 

can donate to the relief. Every little bit helps. 

Let’s start our Don’t Mess With Texas episode in true Texan style, with a bang! Kevin Puts, Millennium 

Canons. Winner of numerous prestigious awards, including the 2012 Pulitzer Prize for his debut opera 

Silent Night, Kevin Puts’s works have been commissioned, performed, and recorded by leading ensembles, 

and soloists throughout the world. He is currently on faculty at the Peabody Institute but before that 

taught at the University of Texas Austin (and there is your Texas connection!). 

http://www.dylanrookmaddix.com/thebandroom


 

 

This version of Millennium Canons was commissioned in 2003 by the University of Texas Wind Ensemble, 

led by the wonderful Jerry Junkin. The work was written to celebrate the new millennium with fanfare, 

celebration and beautiful lyricism. This work looks both backward to the masters of the past and forward 

to the innovations of the future. One of the most recognizable techniques of Baroque masters was 

imitative counterpoint. Puts looks into the past and uses the baroque technique known as the canon (not 

to be confused with the weapon, spelled C-A-N-N-O-N, although there are some explosive moments in 

the piece to lead you to think otherwise). The compositional technique is what Put uses here, where 

identical melodic content is sounded simultaneously with time-spaced starting points. One of the reason 

I chose this piece to start was Mr. Putts connection with the University of Texas, but I believe there is a 

much stronger connection to Texas, its people. This work represents the indomitable spirit of Texans, this 

kind of Don’t Mess With Texas swagger I spoke of before. Here is the Baylor University Wind Ensemble 

with conductor Dr. Eric Wilson performing Kevin Puts, Millennium Canons. 

Play Millennium Canons 

What is happening to those affected by flooding is not something that can be easily fixed. Sure things can 

be rebuilt and they will come back from this. But let be real…loss happened here, for many, a loss of a 

place to call home, businesses, and most sad, loved ones. The next work depicts these feelings of loss and 

also speaks of the healing that needs to happen to move forward.  

Keeping with the Baylor theme we move to Balyor professor, Scott McAllister’s Gone. Although the work 

depicts McAllister’s loss of clarinet playing ability from a car accident, the piece can be translated to 

anyone’s form of loss, and especially in the case of the hurricane. Here are a few of Mr. McAllister’s notes 

on the piece: 

 “Gone for wind ensemble is a transcription of the sixth movement from my sixty-minute concerto for 

clarinet, the Epic Concerto. Each movement of the concerto relates to different pillar moments of my life 

as a clarinetist. In 1994, my playing career was ended in an automobile accident. Gone is about loss and 

the emotions and process of healing and learning to move on after a life-changing event.  

This unique work in the concerto and wind ensemble version challenges the musicians and the audience 

to experience the music in a meditative and prayerful way. My goal was to draw memories of loss and 

comfort for those who experience the composition. 

The inspiration for the wind ensemble version was the death of my mentor James Croft, and the wonderful 

influence he was in my life with his encouragement to never forget about writing for the band.” 

Here is the Michigan State University Wind Symphony under the director of Dr. Kevin Stedatole 

performing Scott McAllister’s, Gone. 

Play Gone 

We have now come to our final piece of the episode, University of Texas professor Donald Grantham’s 

Stomp from his Symphony for Winds and Percussion. Symphony for Winds and Percussion was 

commissioned by the West Texas State University Symphonic Band in 2008. When contacted about the 

commission Grantham liked the idea but had an itch to compose something bigger for wind band, not a 

having a major work for the medium at that point.   Thus, Symphony for Winds and Percussion was born. 

The symphony was premiered on March 26, 2009, in the Bates Recital Hall at the University of Texas at 



 

 

Austin during the 2009 CBDNA National Convention in Austin, Texas. The music is aggressive, swaggering, 

and you’ll hear the influence of jazz from beginning to end. I thought this would be a great way to end an 

episode dedicated to Texas. Go big or go home and always looking to build it bigger and better in Texas. 

Here is the University of Texas Wind Ensemble, conducted by Jerry Junkin performing the third movement 

of Donald Grantham’s Symphony for Wind and Percussion, Stomp. 

Play Symphony for Winds and Percussion: III. Stomp 

If you haven’t already, head over our website, www.dylanrookmaddix.com/thebandroom to learn about 

where you can donate. Let’s help our band geeks to the south, when they need it most. 

Thank you so much for stopping by the band room. I hope you can join us next week when we will (for 

sure this time) be joined by the wonderful Dr. Gillian MacKay from the University of Toronto, as we talk 

about Being the Best Musician You Can Be | A Conductor’s Perspective.   

If you loved any of pieces you heard and want to learn more, I have attached links to the show transcripts 

(found on our website) where you can find out more on the pieces, where to find them, who performed 

them and about the composers who wrote them. Huge thanks to Mark Records for providing us with the 

high quality recordings you heard today! Go to www.markcustom.com to learn more about this fantastic 

company. 

Make sure to subscribe to The Band Room and give us a rating and review! Follow us on our social media 

to keep up with what’s on the go and if you have any thoughts on today’s show or have ideas for future 

shows, leave me a comment on our website. Thanks again and see you next week in, The Band Room. 

Learn More! 
Kevin Puts 

http://www.kevinputs.com/bio.html 

 

Millennium Canons 

http://www.kevinputs.com/program/millennium_wind.html 

 

The Baylor University Wind Ensemble 

http://www.baylor.edu/music/index.php?id=859387 

 

Scott McAllister  

http://www.baylor.edu/music/index.php?id=858980 

 

Gone 

http://www.lydmusic.com/gone-best-seller.html 

 

Michigan State University Wind Symphony  

http://music.msu.edu/event-listing/wind-symphony 

 

Donald Grantham 

http://piquantpress.com/biography 

 

http://www.dylanrookmaddix.com/thebandroom
http://www.markcustom.com/
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http://www.baylor.edu/music/index.php?id=859387
http://www.baylor.edu/music/index.php?id=858980
http://www.lydmusic.com/gone-best-seller.html
http://music.msu.edu/event-listing/wind-symphony
http://piquantpress.com/biography


 

 

Symphony for Winds & Percussion - Stomp 

http://piquantpress.com/?page=storeItem&id=619 

 

University of Texas-Austin Wind Ensemble 

https://bands.music.utexas.edu/wind-ensemble/ 

 

Mark Records 

https://www.markcustom.com/Markcustom_new/default.asp 
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